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CURTISS-WRIGHT CONGRATULATES NASA ON HISTORIC FIRST LAUNCH OF 

THE SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM ROCKET 

 

Curtiss-Wright data acquisition units capture critical test flight data on the SLS rocket boosters, 
core stage, upper stage and the Orion crew module  

 

ASHBURN, Va. – November 16, 2022 – Curtiss-Wright’s Defense Solutions division 

congratulates NASA on the successful f irst launch of the Space Launch System (SLS) super-

heavy-lift launch vehicle rocket in support of the Artemis I mission. During the mission, the SLS 

rocket launched an uncrewed Orion spacecraft that is to travel beyond the Moon and back to 

Earth, in preparation for the Artemis II mission which will send astronauts on a flight to orbit the 

Moon. The test flight, launched from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida, is the first 

integrated test of NASA’s deep space exploration systems, including the Orion spacecraft, SLS 

rocket, and supporting ground systems.  

 

Curtiss-Wright is proud to support the Artemis I mission with multiple data acquisition and 

encoding units (DAU) and telemetry systems, located on the rocket’s boosters, core stage, 

upper stage, and crew module, that are designed to capture critical test flight data. The Artemis 

missions will demonstrate new technologies, capabilities, and business approaches needed for 

future space exploration. As part of NASA’s future Artemis missions, NASA is to send 

astronauts aboard the Orion spacecraft from Earth and into lunar orbit. Astronauts will then dock 

Orion at the Gateway orbital outpost and transfer to a human landing system for expeditions to 

the surface of the Moon. They will return to the orbital outpost to again board Orion before 

returning safely to Earth. NASA, in collaboration with its commercial and international partners, 

plans to establish the first long-term human-robotic presence on and around the Moon. 

Information and experience gathered from these missions will be used to send the first 

astronauts to Mars. 

 

“As a supplier to NASA’s Space Launch System, we congratulate the agency on the first 

successful test flight of the SLS deep-space rocket and commencing the next generation of 

American space travel that will power America’s return to the Moon, and later on to Mars,” said 
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Chris Wiltsey, Senior Vice President and General Manager, Curtiss-Wright Defense Solutions 

division. “With our long legacy as an aviation and aerospace innovator, building on the 

pioneering efforts of the Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss, Curtiss-Wright is extremely proud to 

contribute to the historic Artemis program, which will return U.S. astronauts to the Moon and 

ultimately lead to manned interplanetary exploration.” 

 

About Curtiss-Wright’s Space Solutions 

Curtiss-Wright is the leading provider of data acquisition products for Space Commercial-off-the-

Shelf (COTS) and radiation tolerant COTS applications. Combining the savings derived from the 

COTS design approach with innovative radiation-tolerant strategies enables trusted systems to 

be built that meet the needs of space missions at a significantly lower cost. Curtiss-Wright’s 

Smart Backplane™ design enables system developers to meet their mission assurance 

requirements without the high NRE and costs associated with radiation-hardened designs. 

Additionally, custom data acquisition modules can help lower weight by removing the need for 

separate avionics boxes, while the ability to turn modules on and off enables power budgets to 

be managed more efficiently. Curtiss-Wright’s Space COTS approach is proven in multiple 

Space applications, including EASA Vega-C, NASA Orion SLS & CRV, Boeing CST-100, 

SpaceX Falcon 9 and Dragon, ESA IXV, and ULA Delta V. 

 

For more information about Curtiss-Wright’s space flight test instrumentation technology, please 

visit www.curtisswrightds.com. 

 

About Curtiss-Wright Corporation 

Curtiss-Wright Corporation (NYSE:CW) is a global integrated business that provides highly-

engineered products, solutions and services mainly to Aerospace & Defense markets, as well 

as critical technologies in demanding Commercial Power, Process and Industr ial markets. The 

company is headquartered in Davidson, N.C. and leverages a workforce of 8,000 highly-skilled 

employees who develop, design and build what we believe are the best engineered solutions to 

the markets we serve. Building on the heritage of Glenn Curtiss and the Wright brothers, 

Curtiss-Wright has a long tradition of providing innovative solutions through trusted customer 

relationships. For more information, visit www.curtisswright.com.  

 

Note: Trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
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